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Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the appUcation. 
T.iatingofClftimst 

Claim 1. (Currently amended) A method of coating a liquid onto a plurality of 
mioroprojections extending ftom a sur&ce or edge of a substrate substantially without coating 
the liquid onto the substrate, comprising the steps of; 

providing an agent-containing coating liquid; 

providing a rotatable member havin g « li guid-holdinff surface, said liquid holding fflirfa«?g 

having a coating transfer region; 

conveying [[the]] saM coating liquid onto [[a]] sai^ Uquid-holding surface hs^^^ 

eeating tronqfor region ; 

controlling the depHi of [[the]] said coating liquid at [[the]] saM coating transfer region to 

a predetermined depth; and 

immersing the microprojections to a predetermined level in [[the]] smd coating Uquid 

disposed at [[the]] said coating transfer region. 

Claim 2. (Currently amended) A method of coating a liquid onto a pluxaUty of 
microprojections extending from a surface or edge of a substrate substantially without coating 
the liquid onto the substrate^ comprising the steps of: 

providing an agent-containing coating liquid; 

pmviriing a rotataWe member havin p a liniiid-holditig surface, said liquid holding surfac e 

having a coating transfer region: 

conveying [[the]] said coating liquid onto [[a]] saM Uquid-holding surface haviag* 

coating tronof iwr region ; 

controlling the depth of [[the]] gaid coating liquid at [[the]] said coating transfer region to 

a predetennined depth; and 

immersing the microprojections to a predetermined level in [[the]] sajd coating Uquid 
disposed at [[the]] saM coating transfer region, wherein the microprojections have a length, as 
measured ftom a surface of«dge of the substrate, which is greater than said predetermined depth 
nf itaid coating liquid at said coating tra nsfer region. 
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Claim 3, (Currcntly amended) A method of coating a liquid onto a plurality of 
microprojections extending from a surface or edge of a substrate substantially without coating 
the liquid onto the substrateJ^ comprising the steps of : 
providing an agent-containing coating liquid; 

providing a rotatable member having a liquid-holding surface , said liquid holding surface 
having a coating transfer region; 

conveying [[the]] said coating liquid onto [[a]] said liquid-holding surface havi ng a 



controlling the depth of [[tlie]] said coating liquid at [[the]] said coating transfer region to 
a predetermined depth; and 

immersing the microprojections to a predetermined level in [[the]] said coating liquid 
disposed at [[the]] said coating transfer region, wherein the microprojections have a length, as 
measured from a surface ©i^^dge of the substrate, which is greater than said predetermined depth, 
and wherein [[the]] said depth of [[the]] said coating liquid at [[the]] said coating transfer region 
is greater than said microprojection immersion level 

Claim 4. (Currently amended) A method of coating a liquid onto a plurality of 
microprojections extending from a surface or edge of a substrate substantially without coating 
the liquid onto the substrate^ comprising the steps of : 

providing an agent-containing coating liquid; 

providing a cvlindricallyLshaDed roller having a liquid holdin g surface, said_1iquid± 
holding surface having a coating transfer region: 

conveying [[the]] said coating liquid onto [[a]] said liquid-holding surface having a 
coating tronafcr rogion, the liqui d holding ourf a o o b oing u ourfflOQ - of - <i roll e r ; 

controlling the depth of [[the]] sM coating liquid at [[the]] said coating transfer region to 
a predetermined deptJi; and 

immersing the microprojections to a predetermined level in [[the]] said coating liquid 
disposed at [[the]] said coating transfer region. 
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Claims* (Currently amended) Amethodof coating a liquid onto a plurality of 

' microprojections extending from a surface or edge of a substrate substantially without coating 

tlie liquid onto the substrate^ comprising the steps of: 

providing an agent-contaimng coating liquid; 

pmvidiTi^ a cvlindricanv shaped roller having a liqu id holding surface. saidJlouid^ 
holdin g surface having a coating transfer region; 

conveying [[the]] said coating liquid onto [[a]] said liquid-holding surface having ft 
nnntinfl . frnt w fi^ - rQ p ion bv rotating a portion of said roller throu g h a bath of said coating liquid ; 

controlling t).ie depth of the coating liquid at the coating tran sfer region to a 
predetermined depth; and 

immersing the microprojections to a predetermined level in [[the]] said coating liquid 
disposed at [[the]] said coating transfer reglo n r w h croin th e-)iq ffi4 - holding gurfo i^fr- i fr fl^urfao e of 
q^F€^f- md - w^QrciT] the ee n vo y i ng of th o coating liquid io - (t efei wcd by rototin g Q p o rtion of tto 
roller throu^ - Hi - bath of tho ooatiag liquid s 

Claim 6. (Currently amended) A method of coating a liquid onto a plurality of 
microprojections extending from a surface or edge of a substrate substantially without coating 
thf^ liquid dTitn the snhatrate^ comprising the steps of : 

providing an agent-containing coating liquid; 

providing a cvlindricallv sh a ped roller ha ving a liamd holding surface, said liquid- 
holding surface having a coating tra nsfer region: 

conveying [[the]] s^ coating liquid onto [[a]] said liquid-holding surface feftvrog-a 
nnnf^tig trnnnfcr regio tt bv rotating a portion of said roll e r th rough a bath of said c oatin ligiud ; 

controlling the depth of [[the]] said coating liquid at [[the]] said coating transfer region to 
a predetermined depth by controlling the rotati onal speed of said roller; and 

immersing the microprojections to a predetennined level in [[the]] said coating liquid 
disposed at [[the]] said coating transfer regio n, wh o Loin the liquid holding aurfaoo to a oufface of 
fl-fc41or, whoroin tho oonveying-of-fl^oating liq^i<^^e-ael^ovcd by rotating a portion of ttio roll e r 
ft f8«gh g bath of tho-Qoating liquid, and whoipin tlxo depth of tho coating liquid is oon t ro ll od by 
eoBt roUing the rotati ^ a-l^pocd of th e rol4^ . 
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Claim 7. (Currently amended) A method of coating a liquid onto a plurality of 
microprojections extending fixjm a surface or edge of a substrate substantially without coating 
the liquid onto the substrate^ comprising the steps of : 
providing an agent-containing coating liquid; 

providing a rotatable member toving a Itauid-h olding surface- said liquid holding surface 
having a coating transfer region; 

conveying [[the]] smd coating liquid onto [[a]] said liquid-holding surface having a 



controlling t)ie depth of [[the]] said coating liquid at [[the]] sajd coating transfer region to 
a predetennined depth; and 

immersing the microprojections to a predetermined level in [[the]] said coating liquid 
disposed at [[the]] said coating transfer region^ wherein [[the]] said step of immersing of the 
microprojections is accomplished by conveying the substrate along a predetermined pathway 
adjacent [[the]] said coating transfer region. 

Claim 8. (Currently amended) A method of coating a liquid onto a plumlity of 
microprojections extending from a surface or edge of a substrate substantially without coating 
die liquid onto the substrate^ comprising the steps of : 

providing an agent-containing coating liquid; 

providing a rotatable member liaving a liquid-holdini^ surface, said liquid holding surface 
having a coating transferjietgioni 

conveying [[the]] §ai^ coating liquid onto [[a]] said liquid-holding surface havmgo 
ooating - tranofor region; 

controlling the depth of [[the]] said coating liquid at [[the]] said coating transfer region to 
a predetermined depth; and 

immersing the microprojections to a predetermined leve) in [[the]] said coating liquid 
disposed at [[the]] said coating transfer region, wherein [[the]] said step of immersing of the 
microprojections is accomplished by continuously conveying a web comprised of a plurality of 
[[said]] the substrates along a predetermined pathway adjacent [[the]] said coating transfer 
region. 
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Claim 9. (Currently amended) A method of forming a solid coating on a plurality of 
microprojections cxtendii>g &om a surface or edge of a substrate without forming a coating on 



the substrate, comprising the steps of: 

providing an agent-containing coating liquid; 

providing a rotatable member having a liquid -holding surface, said liquid holding fi.urface 
having a coating transfer re^on; 

conveying [[the]] Md coating liquid onto [[a]] said liquid-holding surface having a 
eo flting transfer rogion ; 

controlling the depth of [[the]] said coating liquid at [[the]] sai^ coating transfer region to 
a predetermined depth; 

immersing the microprojections to a predetemiined level in [[tlie]] said coating liquid 
disposed at [[the]] said coating transfer region; 

removing the microprojections from [[the]] said coating liquid; and 

drying [[the]] said coating liquid coating coated on the microprojections thereby forming 
a solid agent-containing coating on tlie microprojections. 

Claim 10. (Currently amended) A metliod of forming a solid coating on a plurality of 
microprojections extending from a surface or edge of a substrate witliout forming a coating on 
the substrate, comprising the steps of : 

providing an agent-containing coating liquid; 

providing a rotatable member having a liauid-holding su rface, said liquid holding gurface 
having a coating transfer region: 

conveying [[the]] said coating liquid onto [[a]] said liquid-holding surface feavia^ 
oon t in g tmnafcr rogion ; 

controlling the depth of [[the]] sajd coating Uquid at [[the]] said coating transfer region to 

a predetermined depth; 

immersing the microprojections to a prcdeternrined level in [[tlie]] coating liquid 

disposed at [[tlie]] said coating transfer region; 

removing the microprojections from [[the]] said coating liquid; and 

drying [[the]] said coating liquid Gating coated on the microprojections thereby forming 

a solid agent°containing coating on the microprojections; and 
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repeating said w^kig immetsing , removing and drying steps to provide multiple eeati»gs 
nn nnirf - m * /M:Aprnj B ftt ; 6Mw lavcFs of said solid aggnt-con t alning coating . 

Claim 1 L (Currently amended) A method of forming a solid coating on a plurality of 
microprojections extending from a surface or edge of a substrate without forming a coating on 
the substrate, comprising the steps of : 

providing an agent-containing coating liquid; 

providing a rotatable member havingLa liquid-holdin g surface, said liquid holding .surface 

having a coating transfer region; 

conveying [[the]] said coating liquid onto [[a]] said liquid-holding surface having a 

oeatifig trongfer - r egtefi; 

controlling the depth of [[the]] said coating liquid at [[the]] said coating transfer region to 

a predcteiroined depth; 

immersing the raicroprojections to a predetermined level in [[the]] coating liquid 

disposed at [[the]] said coating transfer region; 

removing the microprojections from [[the]] said coating liquid; and 

drying [[the]] said coating liquid coating coated on the microprojections thereby forming 

a solid agent-containing coating on the microprojections, wherein [[the]] agent ([is]] 

comprises a drug or a vaccine and [[the]] sdd liquid comprises water- 
Claim 12. (Currently amended) A method of forming a solid coating on a pluraUty of 

microprojections extending from a surface or edge of a substrate without forming a coating on 

the substrate, comprising the steps of : 

providing an agent-containing coating liquid; 

providing a rotatable member having a liquid-holding surface , said liquid holding surface 
having a coati ng transfer region: 

conveying [[the]] ^ coating liquid onto [[a]] said liquid-holding surface howftg* 

controlling the depth of [[the]] sdd coating liquid at [[the]] saM coating transfer region to 
a predetermined depth; 

immersing the microprojections to a predetermined level in [[the]] said coating liquid 
disposed at [[the]] ^id coating transfer region; 

removing the microprojections from [[the]] coating liquid; and 
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drying [[the]] said coating liquid eefttkig coated on the inicroprojcctions thereby foraiing 
a solid agent-containing coating on the microprojections, wherein [[the]] said coating liquid [[is]] 
comprio e dof ssmBriscs a liquid solvent and [[the]] smd agent, [[the]] wherein sa^d coating liquid 
bemRs has an agent concentration, and wherein said agent concentration is controlled by a 
method selected from the group consisting of [[: i)]] conducting said coating at a temperature 
which reduces evaporative loss of said liquid solvent [[; ii)]]^ conducting said coating in an 
atmosphere containing sufficiently high amounts of gaseous solvent to reduce evaporative loss of 
said liquid solvent [[; iix]]^ infusing liquid solvent into said coating liquid at a rate which 
compensates for evaporative loss of said liquid solvent[[;]]^ and [[iv]] combinations thereof. 

Claim 13. (Currently amended) A method of forming a solid coating on a plurality of 
mi croprojections extending from a surface or edge of a substrate without forming a coating on 
the substrate, comprising the steps ojF : 

providing an agent-containing coating liquid ; 

providing^a rotatable member having: a liquid-holding surface , said liquid holding surface 
having a coating transfer region; 

conveying [[the]] said coating liquid onto [[a]] said Uquid-holding surface having a 
cooting tranofor region ; 

controlling the depth of [[the]] said coating liquid at [[the]] saM coating transfer region to 
a predetemiined depth; 

immersing the microprojections to a predetermined level in [[the]] smd coating liquid 
disposed at [[the]] said coating transfer region; 

removing the microprojections from [[the]] ggid coating liquid; and 

drying [[the]] s^ coating liquid ©oatiftg coated on the microprojections thereby forming 
a solid agent-containing coating on the microprojections* wherein [[the]] saM coating liquid [[is]] 
e ^priflod of comprises a liquid solvent and [[the]] sffld agent, [[the]] wherein said coating liquid 
feffving hu^ an agent concentration, and wherein said agent concentration is controlled by a 
method selected from the group consisting of [[: i)]] conducting said coatmg at a temperature 
which reduces evaporative loss of said liquid solvent [[; ii)]]^ conducting said coating in an 
atmosphere containing sufficiently high amounts of gaseous solvent to reduce evaporative loss of 
said liquid solvent [[; iii)]]^ infusing liquid solvent into said coating liquid at a rate which 
compensates for evaporative loss of said liquid solvBnt[;]^ and [[iv)]] combinations thereof 
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[[.]]. arid whei^in [[the]] said liquid solvent convrises water, [[the]] said temperature is less than 
about lO'^C, and [[the]] said atmosphere has a relative humidity greater than about 60%. 

Claim 14. (Withdrawn) An apparatus for coating an agent-containing liquid onto a 
plurality of raicroptxyections extending flxjm a surface or edge of a substrate substantiaUy 
without coating the substrate, comprising: 

a liquid holding surface having a coating transfer region; 

a coating liquid conveyor for providing th.e coating liquid at the coating transfer region; 

a coating liquid depth comtroller for controlling the depth of the coating liquid at the 
coating transfer region to a predetermined depth; and 

a substrate conveyor for conveying the microprojections at a predetermined level of 
immersion through the coating liquid at the coating transfer region. 

Claim 15. (Withdrawn) An apparatus for coatmg an agent-containing liquid onto a 
plurality of microprojections extending from a surface or edge of a substrate substantially 
without coating the substrate, comprising: 

a curved liquid holding surface having a coating transfer region; 

a coating liquid conveyor for providing the coating liquid at the coatiag transfer region; 

a coating liquid depth controller for controlling the deptli of the coating at the coating 
transfer region to a predetermined depth; and 

a substrate conveyor for conveying the microprojections at a predetennined level of 
irmnersion through flie coating liquid at the coatilng transfer region. 

Clahn 16. (Withdrawn) An apparatus for coating an agent-containing liquid onto a 
plurality of microprojections extending from a surface or edge of a substrate substantially 
without coating the substrate, comprising: 

a liquid holding surface having a coating transfer region, the liquid holding surface being 
an outer surface of a rotatable cylindrically-shapcd roller; 

a coating liquid conveyor for providing the coating liquid at the coating transfer region; 

a coating liquid depth controller for controlling the depth of the coating at the coating 
transfer region to a predetermined depth; and 

a substrate conveyor for conveying the microprojections at a predetermined level of 
immersion through the coating liquid at the coating transfer region* 
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Claim 17- (Withdrawn) An apparatus for coating an agent-containing liquid onto a 
plurality of microprojections extending frotn a surface or edge of a substrate substantially 
without coating the substrate, comprising: 

a liquid holding surface having a coating transfer region, the liquid holding surface being 
an outer surface of a rotatable cylindrically-shaped roller; 

a coating liquid conveyor for providing the coating liquid at the coating transfer region; 

a coating liquid depth controller for controlling tlie depth of the coating at the coating 
transfer region to a predetermined depth; and 

a substrate conveyor for conveying the microprojections at a predetermined level of 
immersion through the coating liquid at the coating transfer region, wherein the coating liquid 
conveyor comprises rotating the roller through a bath of said coating liquid. 

Claim 18, (Withdrawn) An apparatus for coating an agent-containing liquid onto a 
plurality of microprojections extending from a surface or edge of a substrate substantially 
without coating the substrate, comprising: 

a liquid holding surface having a coating transfer region, the liquid holding surface being 
an outer surface of a rotatable cylindri cally-shaped roU er; 

a coating liquid conveyor for providing the coating liquid at the coating transfer region; 

a coating liquid depth controller comprising a doctor blade for controlling the depth of 
the coating at tfie coating transfer region to a predctenuiDcd depth; and 

a substrate conveyor for conveying the microprojections at a predetermined level of 
immersion tlirough die coating liquid at the coating transfer region, wherein the coating liquid 
conveyor comprises rotating the roller through a batli of said coating Hquid* 

Claim 19. (Withdrawn) An apparatus for coating an agent-containing liquid onto a 
plurality of microprojections extending from a surface or edge of a substrate substantially 
without coating the substrate, comprising: 

a liquid holding surface having a coating transfer region; 

a coating Kquid conveyor for providing the coating liquid at the coating transfer region; 

a coating liquid depth controller for controlling the depth of the coating at the coating 
transfer region to a predetermined depth; and 

a substrate conveyor for conveying the microprojections at a predetermined level pf 
immersion through tlie coating liquid at the coating transfer region, wherein the liquid holding 

10 



PAGE 11/17 * RCVD AT 2/12/2004 1:32:50 PM [Eastern standard te^ 



FEB.12'2004 10:29 650 564 2195 ALZA #5151 P. 012 

Response to Restriction Requirement Attorney Docket No: ARC3116R1 

Application No. 10/099,(504 

surface is an outer surface of a lotatable cylindrically-shaped toller, wherein the coating liquid 
conveyor comprises rotating the roller through a bath of said coating liquid, wherein the coating 
liquid depth controller comprises a second roller, substantially parallel with tlie liquid holding 
surfece toller and spaced a predcteniuned distance therefxom and forming a nip therebetween. 

Claim 20. (Withdrawn) An apparatus for coating an agent-containing liquid onto a 
plurality of microprojections extending ftom a surface or edge of a substrate substantially 
without coating the substrate^ comprising: 

a liquid holding surface having a coating transfer region, the liquid holding surface being 
an outer surface of a rotatable cylindrically-shaped roller; 

a coating liquid conveyor for providing tlie coating liquid at the coating transfer region; 

a coating liquid depth controller for controlling the deptli of the coating at the coating 
transfer region to a predetermined depth; and 

a substrate conveyor for conveying the microprojections at a predetermined level of 
immersion tlirough the coating Uquid at tlie coating transfer region, wherein the coating hquid 
conveyor comprises rotating the roller through a bath of said coating liquid, wherein the coating 
liquid depth controller comprises a second roller, substantially parallel with the li quid holding 
surface roller and spaced a predetermined distance tliercfrom and forming a nip therebetween, 
and wherein the two rollers rotate in the same rotational direction. 

Claim 21. (Withdrawn) An apparatus for coating an agent-containing liquid onto a 
plurality of microprojections extending from a surface or edge of a substrate substantially 
without coating the substrate, comprising: 

a liquid holding surface liaving a coating transfer region; 

a coating liquid conveyor for providing the coating liquid at the coating transfer region; 

a coating liquid depth controller for controlling the depth of the coating at the coating 
transfer region to a predetermined depth; 

and a substrate conveyor for conveying the microprojections at a predetermined level of 
immersion through the coating liquid at the coating transfer region, wherein the liquid holding 
surface is an outer surface of a rotatable cylindrically-shapcd roller* wherein the coating liquid 
conveyor comprises rotating the roller through a bath of said coating liquid, wherein the coating 
liquid depth conteoUer comprises a second roller, substantially parallel with the liquid holding 
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surface roller and spaced a predetermined distance therefrom and forming a nip therebetween, 
including a doctor blade wiping the surface of the second roller upstream of the nip. 

Claim 22. (Withdrawn) An apparatus for coating an agent-containing liquid onto a 
plurality of microprojections extending from a surface or edge of a substrate substantiaJly 
wittiout coating the substrate, comprising: 

an immobile liquid holding surface having a coating transfer region; 

a coating liquid conveyor for providing the coating liquid at the coating transfer region; 

a coating liquid depth controller for controlling tlie depth of the coating at the coating 
transfer region to a predetermined depth; and 

a substrate conveyor for conveying the microprojections at a predetermined level of 
immersion through the coating liquid at the coating transfer region. 

Claim 23. (Withdrawn) An apparatus for coating an agent-containing liquid onto a 
plurality of microprojections extending from a surface or edge of a substrate substantially 
without coating the substrate, comprising: 

an immobile liquid holding siu:face having a coating transfer region; 

a coating liquid conveyor for providing die coating liquid at the coating transfer region; 

a coating U quid depth controller for controlling the deptli of the coating at the coating 
trans&r region to a predetemiined depth; and 

a substrate conveyor for conveying the microprojections at a predetermined level of 
immersion throu^ the coating Uquid at the coating transfer region, wherein the coating liquid 
conveyor causes the coating liquid to flow, by force of gravity, over the immobile liqui d holding 
surface. 

Claim 24. (Witlidrawn) An apparalns for coating an agent-containing liquid onto a 
plurality of microprojections extending Jiom a surface or edge of a substrate substantially 
without coating the substrate* comprising: 

an immobile liquid holding surface having a coating transfer region; 

a coating liquid conveyor for providing the coating liquid at the coating transfer region; 

a coating liquid depth controller for controlling tlie d eptli of the coating at die coating 
transfer region to a predetermined depth; and 

a substrate conveyor for conveying the microprojections at a predetermined level of 
immersion through the coating liquid at the coating transfer region, wherein the coating liquid 
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conveyor causes the eoating liquid to flow, by force of gravity, over the immobile coating 
surface, and the immobile liquid holding surface, in the coating transfer tegion, is substantially 
planar. 

Claim 25. (Withdrawn) An apparatus for coating an agent-containing liquid onto a 
plurality of micropiojections extending from a surface or edge of a substrate substantially 
without coating the substrate, comprising: 

an immobile liquid holding surface Jiaving a coating transfer region; 

a coating liquid conveyor for providing the coating liquid at the coating transfer region; 

a coating liquid depth controller for controlling the depth of the coating at the coating 
transfer region to a predetermined depth; and 

a substrate conveyor for conveying the microprojections at a predetermined level of 
immersion through the coating liquid at the coating transfer region, wherein tlie coating liquid 
conveyor causes tlie coating liquid to flow, by force of gravity, over the immobile coating 
surfece, and the immobile liquid holding surface, in the coating transfer region, is curved. 

Claim 26. (Withdrawn) An apparatus for coating an agent-containing liquid onto a 
plurality of micropiojections extending from a surface or edge of a substrate substantially 
without coating the substrate, comprising: 

an immobile cyHndricaJly-shaped liquid holding surface ha ving a coating transfer region; 
. a coating liquid conveyor for providing the coating liquid at the coating transfer r^igion; 

a coating liquid depth controller for controlling the depth of the coating at the coating 
transfer region to a predetermined depth; and 

a substrate conveyor for conveying the microprojections at a prcdetem)ined level of 
immersion through the coating liquid at the coating transfer region, wherein the coating liquid 
conveyor causes the coaling liquid to flow, by force of gravity, over the immobile liquid Jaolding 
surface. 

Claim 27. (Withdrawn) An apparatus for coating an agent-containing liquid onto a 
plurality of microprojections extending from a surface or edge of a substrate substantially 
without coating the substrate, comprising: 

a liquid holding surface having a coating transfer region; 

a coating liquid conveyor for providing tlie coating liquid at the coating transfer region; 
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a coating liquid depth controller for controlling the depth of the coating at the coating 
transfer region to a predetermined depth; and 

a substrate conveyor for conveying the microprojections at a predetermined level of 
ittunersion through the coating liquid at tlie coating transfer region, wherein the substrate 
conveyor comprises a track which is adjustably positionable to a predetermined distance from 
the coating transfer region and a substrate holding sled which runs along the track. 

Claim 28. (Withdrawn) An apparatus for coating an agent-containing liquid onto a 
pluraUty of microprojections extending from a surface or edge of a substrate substantially 
witliout coating the substrate, comprising: 

a liquid holding surface having a coating transfer region; 

a coating liquid conveyor for providing the coating liquid at the coating transfer region; 

a coating liqui d depth controller for controUing the depth of the coating at the coatbg 
transfer region to a predetemdned depth; and 

a substrate conveyor for conveying the microprojections at a predetermined level of 
immersion through the coating liquid at the coating transfer region, including a continuous 
substrate conveyor for continuously conveying a series of said substrates and microprojections 
through the coating liquid. 

Claim 29. (Withdrawn) An apparatus for coating an agent-containing liquid onto a 
plxirality of microprojections extending ftom a surface or edge of a substrate substantially; 
without coating the substrate, comprising: 

a Uquid holding surface having a coating transfer region; 

a coating liquid conveyor for providing the coating liquid at the coating transfer region; 

a coating liquid deptli controller for controlling the depth of the coating at the coating 
transfer region to a predetermined depth; and 

a substrate conveyor for conveying the microprojections at a predetermined level of 
immersion through the coating liquid at the coating transfer region^ including a continuous 
substrate conveyor for continuously conveying a series of said substrates and microprojections 
through the coating liquid, wherein the continuous substrate conveyor comprises a substrate 
supply roll and a substrate take-up roll. 



14. 
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Response to Restriction Requirement Attorney Docket No: ARC 3 11 6 R 1 

Application No. 10/099,604 



Applicants accordingly respectfully request examination and consideration of tlie subject 
application in view of the foregoing amendmeiits. 



Respectfully submitted, 
FRANCIS LAW GROUP 




Dated; February 12, 2004 
1 808 Santa Clara Avenue 
Alameda, CA 94501 
Tel: (510)769-9800 
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